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Help the Hut! 
Local Scout Group Needs Local Skills 

 
The Istead Rise Scout Group has for 5 years been temporarily located at the Hopehill Scout 

site as their own hut has been unsafe for use. The group have already started raising funds for 

a new hut – which is estimated to cost in the region of £100,000 - but they are desperately in 

need of local help. 

 

Explains Cubs Leader Lisa Whittaker:  “We currently have 50 children aged 6-14 in our 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts groups, which are run weekly by 8 unpaid volunteers. At the 

moment they all have to travel up to Hopehill in Meopham which is difficult logistically for many 

local families. Ideally we would like to be back in Istead Rise so local children can benefit from 

the great opportunities and fun scouting offers. What would really help us is some help from 

local individuals or businesses that can offer their skills or services in our continuing efforts to 

raise money and get the initial work on the scout hut site started.” 

 

Areas of skills the group need help with initially are ground work, architectural planning and 

design and anyone with experience in applying for charitable grants and funding. 

 

The new Scout Hut will offer the local group a great venue with up to date facilities including 

disabled access and toilets, a kitchen, storage areas for tents etc, an activity hall and outside 

space for games and activities. 

  

The group have been busy raising funds to get the project started with quiz nights, bag2school 

and sponsored hikes organised by the Help The Hut team (facebook; Help the Hut) and they 

have many events lined up for the year to keep the momentum going. 

 

Concludes Lisa:  “ The children get so much from scouting, we give them a chance to try out 

lots of new, fun activities including camping, hiking, abseiling, archery and crafts as well as 

going on local visits. But most importantly they learn about team building and helping others, 

and that is why we are hoping local people can work with us on this project which is so 

important to all of us in the group.” 
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If you are able to help the Istead Rise Scout Group with any skills or services for the design 

and build of the new scout hut please email Helen Curties at Helen.curties@btinternet.com or 

call on 07971 853360. 


